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Infrastructure grant for
local plastics recycler
By John Dooley
 john.dooley@milduraweekly.com.au
@MilduraWeekly

A WELCOME injection of
funds for Mildura company,
Integrated Recycling Pty Ltd,
a manufacturer of timberreplacement products from
recycled plastics, has come
in the form of a $130,000
grant from the State.
The grant money will
be used to the improve the
company’s production line
capacity and efficiency, also
allow it to upgrade its raw
material storage area, and
improve the process to prepare recycled plastics for
new products.
The funding comes as
part of the State Government’s investment in waste
reduction and improving infrastructure.
Member for Northern
Victoria, Mark Gepp, said
the Government’s Resource
Recovery
Infrastructure
Fund (RRIF) had delivered
the funding to develop improved facilities to the region.
“This local project demonstrates the Government’s
commitment to building a
more sustainable resource
recovery system across Victoria,” he said.
“This is good for jobs,
improves opportunities for
local businesses and the environment.
“We’re working with industry and the community
to maximise these opportunities and leverage the work
being done by businesses
and councils.”
Integrated Recycling Pty
Ltd general manager, Stephen Webster, said his company was delighted to receive
the funding which was going
to enhance their operations
in the Mildura recycled plastics manufacturing centre.
“Our company’s activity
is based on recycling plastic
products and we wanted to
upgrade our capacity, efficiency and the quality of the
products we manufacture,”
Mr Webster said.
“We had some key areas
in the business that we focussed on in relation to the

►
funding grant application
and we have been successful in achieving an excellent
outcome.
Integrated Recycling produce a composite, recycled
plastic product, which is
used as a substitute for timber and other material, in a
variety of applications.
“We produce a number
of different products that
relate to ‘landscaping’ including outdoor furniture,
boardwalks, decking and
bollards, and our big project, currently running in-thebackground and which will
be further assisted with this
grant - allowing us to take
the project forward - is the
development of a recycled,
plastic railway sleeper,” Mr
Webster said.
“We have approval in
Victoria to produce sleepers
for Tourist and Heritage Railways and we are also making
some for the Red Cliffs Historical Railway and we have
approval from Queensland
Rail to provide sleepers for
‘infield’ trials and in addition to that, we are waiting
for the go ahead from Metro
Trains for more infield trials
in Melbourne.

“Therefore
the
new
equipment acquired under
this grant will pave-the-way
for us to install a separate
line to produce railway
sleepers.”
Integrated
Recycling’s
total investment in the new
equipment will be in the order of $420,000 and with the
Government’s contribution,
that cost will be reduced to
$290,000, an amount that
Mr Webster said he will be
seeking board approval for.
This funding has been
part of the second round of
RRIF grants which includes
13 new projects receiving
$4.2m of government investment.
The Government said
the projects are helping to
encourage recycling and develop industries that reduce
the amount of waste that
goes to landfill.
The projects are all in regional Victoria, supporting
projects worth more than
$42m and are expected to
create 50 new jobs and divert
more than 85,000 tonnes of
materials from landfill each
year.
Applications from businesses and councils have

opened for the third round
of the Resource Recovery Infrastructure Fund.
Up to $3million is available for businesses and councils to introduce or upgrade
resource recovery infrastructure projects.
Grants
of
between

$40,000 and $500,000 are
available.
To find out more about
applying for round three
funding under the Resource
Recovery Infrastructure Program go to www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants.

• NOTHING PLASTIC
ABOUT FUNDING BOOST:
Integrated Recycling’s general
manager Stephen Webster,
and INSET, an example of the
company’s substitute sleeper
(arrow) being used by the
Red Cliffs Historical Railway.

Mid Year Sale
Now On!
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Warm your bones this winter with carpet from
Australia’s largest flooring retailer
Ph: (03) 5023 4727
www.carpetcourt.com.au
Shop 10 - 636 Fifteenth St, Mildura
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